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Title: Radiographic evaluation of the relationship between equine lameness and hind limb plantar 
angles. 
 

Why is the study being performed? 

The plantar angle of the hind limb is the angle measured between the distal aspect of the coffin 

bone and the ground surface. While a normal range has been established for the forelimb, this 

has not been reported for the hindlimb



plantar angle. To aid in positioning of the feet for radiographs, the horse may require a dose of 

xylazine, detomidine, and/or butorphanol for sedation (calming). The drug will be given through 

the jugular vein. Radiographs will be taken on the same day as the lameness evaluation, but 

may be scheduled with the owner up to 3 days later if necessary. 

 

3. Are there any benefits from the study for my animal? 

Study participants will receive a lameness analysis with the 



Owner acknowledgements: 

As legal owner of (or agent for) this animal, I understand and acknowledge the following: 

 

1. I am agreeing to participate in a research study at the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary 

Medicine (TUCVM). The decision for my animal to participate in this study is mine alone and 

participation is voluntary. 

2. I am free to withdraw my consent and to discontinue participation in the study at any time. 

3. The decision to withdraw from the study or to disregard the recommendations of the 

veterinarians involved in the study, relieves the investigators of current and future obligations 

(both medical and financial) to the animal and/or owner covered by this study. 

4. I am responsible for decisions and financial obligations related to treatment(s) sought for my 

animal at TUCVM or at any other veterinary facility that are NOT specified in this document. 

This would include treatment for disease progression or for medical complications - related or 

unrelated to the study.  

5. If I withdraw my animal from the study, I may be responsible for medical, diagnostic and 

treatmen


