
   
Master of Public Health  

Virtual Pinning Ceremony  

 

Department of Graduate Public Health 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

February 10, 2022 

6:00 P.M. (CST) 

 

 
 

COVID-19 Reminds us that it is the collective effort of community partnerships 
that will slow the spread of communicable diseases. 
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Programme 
 

Presiding 

Melvena Wilson, DrPH, MPH, CHES  

Program Director, Department of Graduate Public Health (DGPH) 
 

The Invocation 

Dr. Lloyd Webb 

Professor (DGPH) 

 

Greetings 
 

Dean Ruby L. Perry, DVM, PhD 

College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) 

 

The Occasion  

Crystal M. James, JD MPH 

Interim Vice-President External Affairs & General Counsel 

Special Assistant to the President for COVID-19 Recovery 

 

 

Year-1 Presentations on Research Focus  

    Sanchez Rolle   Major Professor:  Atty. Crystal James 

    

 

Presentation of the Official Blazer  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Year-2 Presentations on Research Focus 

Amira Brooks    Major Professor:  Dr. Ehsan Abdalla 

Thesis Topic:  African American Perceptions of Emotional Support Animals on 
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Raven McClellan                         Major Professor:  Dr. Melvena Wilson  

Thesis Topic: The Impact of COVID-19 on Mental Health Perceptions 

of African Americans 
 

 

Atiya Shahid                                 Major Professor:  Dr. Ehsan Abdalla 

Thesis Topic:  The Relation of Age on HIV-Positive women’s Cluster of 

Differentiation 4, Antiretroviral Therapy, Papanicolaou test, Human 

Papillomavirus test and Visual Inspection with Acetic Acid 
 
 

 The Pinning Ceremony 
 

Presentation of the Challenge  
 

  Introduction of the Speaker   Raven McClellan                              

MPH Class of 2021 

 

Speaker   
  

Beatrice Denise King: (MPH Graduation Year '14) 

Research interest: Public Health Education, Developed Health Education Curriculum for K-12 

Current work status: Georgia Department of Public Health-Health Educator 3, Opioid Analyst 

Location: Fulton County Board of Health Atlanta, GA 

 

Acceptance of the Challenge 

Ty’Quieria Lodge  

MPH Class of 2022 
 

 

Closing Remarks 

Asseged B. Dibaba, DVM, Msc 

Interim Head, Department of Graduate Public Health (DGPH) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

On behalf of the CVM Graduate Public Health Program thank you for sharing in the  

Master of Public Health Pinning Ceremony 
 

 

 

It is the belief of the GPHP that ethical leaders are positive change agents.  
 

As Dr. Frederick Patterson said: 
 

“Change agents are critical links to enable community to grow, be healthy    

 and make a positive contribution to America.  Their road is often rocky, but    

 they are sustained by their training and commitment to make the world a  

 better place in which to live.” (Source: Speech, 1944 New York) 
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Past Cohorts 
 

2020 

 
Back Row Left to Right: Dr. Lloyd Webb, Dr. John Heath, Denzel Veale, Kellon Banks, Ronald Peaster, 

Dr. Rueben Warren, Ashanti Davis, Dr. Melvena Wilson, Dr. Ehsan Abdalla.  Front Row Left to Right: 

Atty. Crystal James, Atiya Shahid, Jedidah Murray, Christian Patterson, Raven McClelland, Jakeiia 

Bedgood, Dr. Ruby Perry, Dean 

 

2019 
 

 
Back Row Left to Right: Denzel Veale, Ashanti Davis, Kellon Banks, Ronald Peaster, Oyoyo Egiebor,  

Samina Akhter, Mylo Howard Front Row Left to Right: Dr. Rueben Warren, Dr. Cheryl Davis,  

Dean Ruby Perry, Attorney Crystal James 
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2018 

 
Left to Right: Dr. Nathalia Ramirez, Samina Akhter, Mylo Howard, Mr. Kenneth Ray, Dr. Candy Gomez,  

Dr. Oyoyo Egiebor 

 
2017 

 
 

Back Row Left to Right: Juma Kamara, Leondria Hinds, Dr. Nathalia Ramirez, Rena Blakely,  

Mylo Howard Samina Akhter, Dr. Candy Gomez, Destinee Grant, Alicia Roberts. 

Front Row Left to Right: Dean Ruby Perry, Ms. Renee Freeman, Attorney Crystal James 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hinds


