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Sabrie Moze, 
as of the Fall 
2020 Semester, 
is a third-year 

student of Haitian de-
scent, has a 4.0 GPA, 
and received her B. S. 
in Animal Science from 
the University of Mary-
land, College Park. She 
has also worked in the 
Washington, D. C., Vir-
ginia, and Maryland 
areas with various Hu-
mane Shelters, assisted 
investigators in animal 
cruelty cases, and has 
an ultimate goal of be -
coming a small animal 
surgeon. Ms. Moze in-
terests include Surgery, 
Shelter medicine and 

Emergency medicine. Ideally, she would like to pursue high 
volume spay & neuter/TNR programs in shelter medicine or 
go for a Surgical residency. 

“I love shelter medicine due to the fa�om 
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Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine 
75th Diamond Anniversary Celebration …

“Sustaining Our Legacy & Advancing Veterinary Medicine 
for Future Generations”

DR. THEODORE SHIELDS WILLIAMS
Dean 1947-1972

Construction site of clinical anatomy building by faculty and students using Tuskegee Concrete Blocks

Ceremony to dedicate the physical plant in 1950

Pictured from left to right, Dean T. S. Williams, Dr.  E. B. Evans,
Dr. E. A. Benbrook, Head, department of Pathology, School of Veterinary

Medicine, Iowa State University (Mentor to Drs. T. S. Williams and
F. D. Patterson) President F. D. Patterson

The career of Dean Williams is a very important link in the history of Tuskegee’s veterinary medical school.  We are reminded of his contributions through
such landmark honors as the Veterinary Alumni Symposium Lecture Series, the Veterinary Medical Library and a Food Animal Research Building that
bear his name.  His contributions go far beyond these tangible recognitions and attention must be drawn to his less obvious but equally important
contributions.

Records Show-- The basic structures of four of the present seven buildings that make
up the veterinary complex were completed during his tenure.

View of veterinary school complex 1950 - Post-mortem,
Clinical-Anatomy, Administrative and Horse Barn building.

Dean Williams and his Faculty with no Prior Experience in
Veterinary Medical Education Who Toiled Under Very Difficult

Conditions to Overcome Insurmountable Odds can Best Be
Described as Torchbearers and Trailblazers.

To fully appreciate the magnitude of these contributions let us examine the tenor of the times in 1947 when he was appointed Dean.

Dean Williams
Pathologist/Teacher/Mentor

“A teacher affect eternity-he can never tell
Where his influence stops.” H. G. Adams

First love was teaching-never really left class room

 Master teacher and Mentor

Preparing microscopic tissue slide sat the
autotechnicon

A no non-sense person he firmly believed that the -key to success was persistence and hard work.
Not one to speak in short declaratorly sentences-his responses were thorough and complete.

Due to his compassion he was affectionately known as “T. S.” TOUGH but SENSITIVE
He cautioned students that academic success was their responsibility.

“If it is to be it is up to me”

Administrator

Immediate Tasks Faced by Dean Williams
Construct physical facilities-Classes were being held in the School of Agriculture (Milbank Hall), Armstrong
Hall, the School of Nursing (Basement of Nursing Home), and the Old Veterinary Hospital.

Maintain present faculty and recruit others-Difficult because the small pool of black veterinarians
resided in the North and were painfully aware of the apartheid social and educational realities of the South.
Mounted an intensive recruitment program to attract black students

Guide faculty through the development and implementation of a four year



O
n March 11, 2020, out of concern for the safety 
and well-being of all participants at the annual 
veterinary symposium, Dean Perry sent formal 
notification to alumni, faculty, staff and students 

to postpone the symposium this year and move it to next 
year in March of 2021. Dean Perry’s announcement included 
the following statement, “We are facing uncertainty with the 
growing concern about the spread of COVID-19, commonly 
referred to as the coronavirus. Although it was our desire 
for the alumni, students, staff and supporters to participate 
in the 55th annual veterinary symposium this year, we must 
make responsible decisions relative to the health/well-being 
and the safety of our constituents,” said Dean Perry.

Much appreciation to the Tuskegee veterinary medical com-
munity and our symposium sponsors, exhibitors, vendors, 
and volunteers who have dedicated so much time and work 
into preparing for the symposium. We are excited that we 
are still going to celebrate our 75th Diamond Anniversary…
just in a different way, now virtually. The 75th Diamond An-
niversary Virtual Celebration on October 10, 2020, will allow 
us the opportunity to still honor the reunion classes for this 
year of 1950, 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970 (50th year - golden 
class), 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995 (25th year - silver class), 
2000, 2005, 2010, & 2015 and honor our historic veterinary 
program’s 75 years of existence!

Thank you to all for your patience as we work through the 
necessary logistics in rescheduling our veterinary sympo-
sium to next year. Please remember to tune in October 10, 
for the virtual celebration and join in on the Virtual TUCVM 
5K Event on October 10 in honor of our 75th Diamond An-
niversary Virtual Celebration. Information is below for par -
ticipation in the 5K event. Also, be sure to visit our web page 
for more information on the 75th Diamond Anniversary 
Virtual Celebration: https://www.tuskegee.edu/programs-
courses/colleges-schools/cvm/cvm-75th-virtual-diamond-
celebration. 

memorate our 75th anniversary celebra
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The Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medi-
cine celebrated and recognized its Class of 2020 
graduates during a virtual graduation, oath and 
awards ceremony on Friday, May 1 at 1 p.m. The 

ceremony recognized the college’s 56 Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine (DVM) degree candidates with the administration 
of the Veterinarian’s Oath followed by their Awards Cere -
mony. 

Dr. Ruby L. Perry, dean of the veterinary medicine college, 
presided over the program. Dr. Roslyn Casimir, associate 
dean for academic and student affairs, and Dr. Gopal Reddy, 
associate dean for research and advanced studies, assisted 
during the virtual ceremony.

The ceremony was broadcasted live on YouTube at www.
youtube.com/tuskegeeuniversity. 

“One of the greatest honors I have as dean of the college is 
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Maria Estefania Colon , then a fourth year 



TUCVM students honored as commissioned  
QHƂEGTU�CPF�TGEKRKGPVU�QH�VJG�#TO[�8GVGTKPCT[� 

Corps scholarships

TUCVM held a commissioning ceremony 
pre COVID-19 honoring two veterinary 
medicine students, Alexandria Bufford (class 
of 2020) and Chelsea L. McDonald (class of 
2021). Amongst family members, friends, 
veterinary college administration and mem -
bers of the United States Army, Bufford 
and McDonald were sworn in as Second 
Lieutenants in the U.S. Army. In addition to 
receiving their officer commissioning, Buf-
ford and McDonald were also the recipients 

of the Army Veterinary Corps Health Professions Scholarship. The U.S. Army of-
fers one of the most generous and comprehensive scholarships in the health care 
field, the F. Edward Hebert Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program 
(HPSP). Recipients are eligible to earn a three-year full-tuition scholarship, plus a 
monthly allowance to cover books and supplies through the HPSP.

About the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps  
One of the six corps of medical specialists that make up the U.S. Army Medical 
Department, the Army Veterinary Corps is composed of professionals with military, 
public health and specialty skill sets rarely found in the private sector. These highly 
trained specialists have a unique role in U.S. defense strategy. U.S. Army veterinar-
ians ensure the strength of the veterinary public health capabilities through veteri -



ogy (now, Department of Pathobiology) in Decem-
ber 1984. Currently, Dr. Tippett is a tenured, board 
certified pathologist and former head of the De-
partment of Pathobiology. He has also assumed a 
major teaching role in the pathophysiology course 
offered to professional-phase nursing students, 
serving as junior and senior advisor to the Student 
Chapter of the American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation, faculty advisor to the Tuskegee Univer-
sity Sunday School, faculty advisor to the TUCVM 

Christian Veterinary Fellowship, faculty advisor to the Student Chapter of 
the American College of Veterinary Pathologists and faculty advisor to the 
departmental intern. Dr. Tippett’s earlier research at Tuskegee resulted 
in the successful acquisition of about a million-dollar MBRS Thematic 
research grant involving several veterinary medicine faculty. Dr. Tippett 
has served as vice-chair of the university faculty senate; a member of 
TUCVM’s Personnel Committee; member of the transition team for unit-
ing the School of Nursing and Allied Health and the School of Veterinary 
Medicine; chair, of the Academic Advisory Committee; member of Team 
Ghana - exploring the feasibility of establishing two veterinary schools 
in Ghana, West Africa; leader of Team Haiti - assessing the national vet-
erinary laboratory capability and providing diagnostic training for Haitian 
technicians in Haiti and at Tuskegee. Dr. Tippett hopes to build upon the 
strong legacy handed down by the various associate deans before him. 

Ebony Gilbreath, DVM, PhD, DACVP was ap -
pointed by Dean Perry as the new Department 
Head for the Department of Pathobiology, effec-
tive July 1. Dr. Gilbreath is a board-certified veteri-
nary anatomic pathologist who has served on the 
faculty at Tuskegee University since 2011. She has 
been awarded multiple grants, published numer -
ous manuscripts and has advised PhD, Master’s 
and undergraduate students. Additionally, she 
has been the faculty advisor for several student 
groups, serves on numerous committees and no-

tably chaired the 1st Phi Zeta Research Day in 2012. Currently, she is also 
the Diversity and Inclusion Representative for the College as well as the 
Necropsy Section Chief. Dr. Gilbreath has continually sought to foster her 
leadership skills and has earned an Executive Certification in Leadership 
and Management, a Certification for Diversity and Inclusion in Veterinary 
Medicine and completed the AAVMC Leadership Academy as well as the 
Veterinary Leadership Experience. Dr. Gilbreath earned her B.S. degree in 
Animal and Poultry Science in 2000 followed by her DVM degree in 2004. 
She completed an internship in Anatomic Pathology, also at Tuskegee, 
and then went on to Michigan State University where she completed a 
residency in Anatomic Pathology and a Ph.D. in Pathology, before return-
ing to her alma mater in 2011. Dr. Gilbreath is married to Mr. Anthony 
McCloud and they have 3 children.

Mrs. Tabitha Nelms Reese , a native of Auburn, is 
now the Business Office Manager for the TUCVM 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital, previously 
held by Mr. Daryl Brownlee, who is now the Direc-
tor of Veterinary Operations. Previously she served 
as the administrative assistant for the Dept. of Bio -
medical Sciences in the college. Mrs. Reese has an 
educational foundation and a passion for financial 
management. Prior to working for Tuskegee Uni-
versity, she served nine years as a financial service 
representative and in office administration. Mrs. 

Reese received her B.S. in Business Administration and Finance from Au-
burn University at Montgomery in 2013. Additionally, she will receive her 
Master of Science degree in Management and Leadership from Western 
Governors University in the spring of 2021. During her free time, Mrs. 
Reese enjoys spending time with her husband and two boys. 

Mr. Damien Sears is the IT Liaison for the College 
of Veterinary Medicine through the Tuskegee Uni-
versity Office of Information Technology. He is a 
full-time employee in the College and is leading 
the informational and instructional services for fac-
ulty, staff and students.

Mr. Sears came to us with an extended history of 
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Dr. Roscoe (Scoddie) Byrd (’64) passed away 
on May 31, 2020. He was a Professor Emeritus at 
Virginia State University where he led the Animal 
Sciences Department from 1985-2002. Prior to 
joining the faculty at Virginia State University, Dr. 
Byrd had a career in Public Health with the United 
States Army. He entered the Army Veterinary Corps 
in 1964 and retired as a Lt. Colonel in 1985. His 
career included food inspection and directing a ra -
bies laboratory. In 1973, Dr. Byrd received a Master 
of Science in infectious disease from Kansas State 

University in Manhattan, KS and a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from 
Tuskegee Institute in 1964. Tuskegee is also his hometown. He completed 
The Tuskegee Institute High School in 1956. Dr. Byrd's parents were also 
Tuskegee alumni. He is survived by his children and his grandchildren.

Dr. Barbara Diffay (’89) passed away on June 30, 2020 in California. 
Dr. Diffay retired from the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Nursing and Allied Health (now known as College of Veterinary 
Medicine) as Associate Dean for Administration on January 18, 2008. She 
gave 18 years of loyal and dedicated service to Tuskegee University. Dr. 
Diffay worked as a volunteer under the “Obama for America” Presidential 
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